
St Mary the Virgin 
Riverhead with Dunton Green 

 

(Repeat of letter written some time ago) 
 

The serious situation with the Coronavirus is changing rapidly and will, no doubt have developed further by 

the time you read this, but as the Church for everyone in Dunton Green and Riverhead, we wanted to reach 

out to everyone with our love and support and prayers. 

 

Although following guidance from the Church of England we have had to suspend our Sunday services for the 

time being, we intend to continue to keep the church open if we can for use for private prayer and hope and 

trust this will be a real encouragement and useful to people as patterns of living change. [Update: 

Unfortunately, this turned out not to be possible at this time.]  This is subject to changing advice so please 

bear with us. We will keep you informed. We also intend to continue a weekly newssheet which will be 

available on our website and can be distributed by email.  Please send this letter and the news sheet on to 

anyone who you think would benefit from it.   

 

It’s lovely to hear of all sorts of ad hoc local, road or community-based groups that are coming together to 

offer all kinds of support to each other.  We would love to hear about them, because we want to support, 

encourage and supplement their efforts and we want to do our utmost to plug the gaps.  Please email me 

daphneharrison@yahoo.co.uk to fill us in, and do call me 01732 454224,  text 07779 834195 or 

vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk  07736 674357 if you think we can help in any way. It would also be very helpful to 

know in what ways you are willing to help as we respond to a changing and developing situation, and whether 

we may share your email address and /or telephone number with others. 

 

 We are encouraging each other to offer what support we can.  We recognise that even those of us unable to 

get out ourselves can pick up the phone and call someone else who may be isolated or lonely. Those of us who 

are able to get out and about are also trying to ensure that necessary shopping is done and prescriptions 

collected, etc. and we want to encourage everyone who can, to do the same.  Again can you please let us know 

about those of our church family, and any others who you think appropriate,  who you are in regular contact 

with, who are housebound or self-isolating, so no-one is missed out. 

 

Previously we came together every Monday morning to pray for others.  Those of us who can will continue to 

set aside Monday at 9.45am to pray for everyone in Riverhead and Dunton Green at this difficult and scary 

time even if we are no longer able to meet up to do so.  We believe and continue to trust in the God of Easter, 

Who understands and suffers with us, and we offer you this prayer of blessing that you may wish to pray with 

us for each other as we go forward. 

 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 

Wherever He may send you. 

May He guide you through the wilderness, 

Protect you through the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing 

At the wonders He has shown you. 

May He bring you home rejoicing 

Once again into our doors. 

 

May God bless and encourage us all.     Daphne Harrison,  Licensed Lay Minister (LLM) 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:vat.lady@hotmail.co.uk


 

Acts 2.14a,22-32 

On the day of Pentecost, Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘You that 

are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 

power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know – this man, handed 

over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him 

to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,  “I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 

right hand so that I will not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my 

flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience 

corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 

presence.” ‘Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was 

buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath 

to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection 

of the Messiah, saying,  “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.”This Jesus 

God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.’ 

 

1 Peter 1.3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God 

through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little 

while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith – being more precious than 

gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire – may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome 

of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  

 

John 20.19-31 

When it was evening on the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 

locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to 

them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 

not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 

them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 

in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 

to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 

but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did many 

other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that 

you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

For your information 

 

 St Lukes  Anne Bourne is still streaming a Communion Service each Sunday from St Luke’s at 10.15am. If 

you wish to join her just visit the St Luke’s website and you will get instructions from there. 

 

St Mary’s 9:30am Services  We intend to carry on with the established pattern of services i.e 1st Sunday of 

the month – Family Service;   2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays (and 5

th
 if there is one) - Parish Eucharist;   3

rd
 Sunday 

Family Communion;  for the foreseeable future.  We shall continue to adhere to the published rotas as nearly 

as possible so if you are due to read or prepare intercessions be prepared to receive a reminder. 

 

Best One newsagents are now open to the public; also happy to take orders over the phone for volunteers to 

deliver to people in Dunton Green.  

 

They can ring Jig on 07534 004764. 

 

Loaves and Fishes There is probably an even greater need for this service during these very difficult times for 
us all. If you are shopping for food etc if you can pop something extra into your basket I am sure it would be 
greatly appreciated. Margaret Holman at 2 Cranmer Road has a basket in her porch into which goods can be 
placed and she will undertake to deliver them to St John’s. 
 
Riverhead Londis  Hi every one hope you all staying safe in doors. I’m PRITI PATEL we know from Londis. 
Open as usual 7am to 10pm Monday to Saturday and Sunday 8am to 10pm. We have some groceries and 
milk bread too if you guys need some help call us on 01732 667016 if any one older people need help Please 
give them our number, we try to deliver groceries. Thank you Priti Patel Riverhead Londis 01732 667016. 
 
This Sunday we shall be showing the service on screen so you do not need to print out the sheets unless you 
so wish but you will find them attached.  Also attached are two items from our Treasurer.  They do not 
appertain to most of you but unfortunately I am not in a position to be selective so only take note if they do 

apply to you. 

 

Amy Allender  Unfortunately Amy had a fall on Thursday and has broken her hip.  She is in Pembury and is 

undergoing an operation today (Friday).  Please keep her in your thoughts and prayers, also remembering 

Susan and Olivia who are unable to visit her during this very difficult time. 

 

ONE WEEK WITHOUT - 15-22 MARCH 2020 - COLLECTION FOR PORCHLIGHT 
Dear All, Unfortunately the lock down came just as we were about to give in our donations from the “one 
week without” collection during Lent.  If you would still like to donate to the homeless charity, Porchlight, 
you can still do so online.  Porchlight need our help more than ever now because of the Covid-19 virus, so 
please think seriously about donating, especially as we’ve all had to give up a certain amount during this lock 
down period of staying in.  By donating you will help to change lives here in the Kent community.  Thank 
You, Ronnie Todd 
Website Address: www.porchlight.org.uk/donate 

  

 

 

http://www.stlukes-sevenoaks.org.uk/
http://www.porchlight.org.uk/donate

